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Lewis County North 
 
This guide is designed not only to key in on certain species, but to point out places 
on where to look for birds within Lewis County. 
This section will focus on places that are east and west of I-5, and mainly north of 
Highway 6, and the Highway 508 corridor towards Morton. Other areas include 
Highway 7 north of Morton to Mineral and Mt. Rainier. This guide will explore 
open farm fields, wetlands, rivers, ponds, lakes, clear cuts, second growth forests, 
mature forests, and mountain subalpine regions. Note: The miles for distance in 
the directions are approximate, but as close to accurate as possible. Never leave 
any valuables in your vehicle at any site. 

Places discussed in this section are as follows: 

(For the west side of I-5) 
Fort Borst Park 
Borst Ball Fields 
Mt. View Cemetery 
Chehalis River Discovery Trail / Goodrich Road & Pond 
Galvin Road Water Retention Pond 
Lincoln Creek Valley  
Airport Road Pond  
Airport Road Trail 
Airport Levee Trail 
Stan Hedwall Park 
 

 

 

 

 



 
(For the east side of I-5) 
Hanaford Valley (Schaeffer County Park and Big Hanaford Road) 
Teitzel Road and Pond 7 
Salzer Valley and Proffitt Road 
Hayes Lake and Plummer Lake 
Washington Lawn Cemetery 
Seminary Hill Natural Area 
Vaux’s Swift Chimney in Chehalis 
South Chehalis Loop – Winter Driving Route 
Carlisle Lake and Carlisle Rd. Pond 
Onalaska – Winter Driving Route 
Mineral Lake 
Forest Road 74 
Forest Road 52 
Mount Rainier National Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FORT BORST PARK 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 82 and go west on Harrison Ave. Turn left on to 
Belmont Ave. (between Texaco and Safeway gas stations and before the light)   
Go to the stop sign and straight into the park. 
This park has a walking trail along the lake and will continue to the Chehalis River. 
The fir trees are good for Red-breasted Nuthatches, Chestnut-backed Chickadees, 
kinglets, and Brown Creepers. Check the river for Common Mergansers. The main 
attraction at the park is the wintering gulls. Western, Thayer’s, and Herring Gulls 
are usually seen here in the winter. Ruddy and Wood Ducks are sometimes seen 
here along with other waterfowl. This site is good year round. 

 

 
 



BORST BALL FIELDS 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 82 and go west on Harrison Ave. Go to Johnson Rd. 
(at the end of Safeway) and turn left. Go to Borst Ave. (at the stop sign) and turn 
right. Take the first left onto Allen Ave.  Allen Ave. bends to the right becoming 
Mt. Vista Rd.  Go to Bryden Ave. (1st street you come to on left) and turn left. Go 
to almost the end of the road and bend back left.  
The ball fields are adjacent to Fort Borst Park and could host wintering gulls. 
Check the trees along the river for spring and summer passerines. This site is good 
year round. 

 

 

MT. VIEW CEMETERY 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 82 and go west on Harrison Ave. Go to Johnson Rd. 
(at the end of Safeway) and turn left. Go .1 mile and make a hard right on to 
Caveness Dr. The cemetery entrance is half way down the road on the left. 
This is a good place to see a good variety of city birds. Eurasian-collared Doves, 
Northern Flickers, Bewick’s Wrens, California Scrub Jays, Dark-eyed Juncos and 
Bushtits can be found here. The back of the cemetery has some good brushy 
areas for sparrows. Evening Grosbeaks, Red Crossbills, and spring migrating 
Cassin’s Vireo all have been seen here. This site is good year round. 

  

 

 



CHEHALIS RIVER DISCOVERY TRAIL / GOODRICH ROAD POND 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 82 and go west on Harrison Ave. From the light at 
Johnson Rd. go 2.1 miles to Goodrich Rd. and turn left. The parking lot and pond 
are at the end of the road.  
At .4 miles, drive over Dry Creek Slough, and park on the right side. From the 
bridge, look for warblers, Wood Ducks, and other waterfowl. A Black Phoebe was 
seen here in February of 2014. 

The pond at the end of the road is seasonal, and hosts many species of waterfowl 
and Dunlin in the winter. Look for Eurasian Wigeon, gulls, and Trumpeter Swans 
here in the winter. Shorebirds come in during the spring, and Solitary Sandpipers 
are possible in early May. The trail heads out to the Chehalis River passing the red 
barn which is good for Cliff Swallows. The willows along the river are good for 
Yellow Warblers, and the brambles are good for sparrows, including Lincoln’s in 
the spring. In the open fields, look for Savannah Sparrows in the spring and 
summer, and American Pipits in the fall. Bald Eagles nest here in the trees along 
the river. When walking north on the trail, the county line is between markers 11 
and 12, where a trail sign is placed. This site is good year round, and has had the 
second highest number of code 4 and 5 birds in Lewis County. 
 

  

 

 

 



GALVIN ROAD WATER RETENTION POND 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 82 and go west on Harrison Ave. From the light at 
Johnson Rd., go .6 miles to Galvin Rd. and turn left. Go 1.1 miles to a pullout on 
either side of the road.  There is also parking along the road on the left side just 
before where the pond area begins. 
This is a seasonal pond that is good in the winter for waterfowl. If we have a rainy 
winter, especially in March, then check for shorebirds in the spring. This pond will 
dry up early if we have a drier winter. This site is good in the late fall through 
spring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LINCOLN CREEK VALLEY 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 82 and go west on Harrison Ave. From the light at 
Johnson Rd., go .6 miles to Galvin Rd. and turn left. Go 2.1 miles and veer hard left 
on to Lincoln Creek Rd. 
Lincoln Creek Valley has open fields and wetlands that are good for wintering 
waterfowl, raptors,  marsh birds, and spring passerines. From the hard left in 
Galvin, go 4.3 miles to Teague Rd. and turn left. Go .4 miles to a pull out on the 
right. Walk back along the road to check the flooded fields and marshes for 
wintering waterfowl, marsh birds, and spring passerines. Shorebirds are seen 
occasionally in the fields.  
Return to Lincoln Creek Rd. and continue west. Look for pull outs along the way to 
view the fields and wetlands. From Teague Road, there are two good ponds to 
check. One is at 2.3 miles and the other is at 2.8 miles. A good place to stop is at 
the grange, 2.5 miles from Teague Rd. You will have to walk back .2 miles to view 
the first pond or continue another .3 miles further down to view the other. There 
are small single car pull outs by these ponds, both on the left side. At 7.5 miles 
from Teague Rd., turn right onto Lepisto Rd. Check the road for wintering 
waterfowl and spring passerines. The road will become gravel and end at a gate. 
Explore the logging road in the spring and summer for passerines.  For more 
logging road exploration, go back to Ingalls Rd., 5.6 miles from Teague Rd.  Go 1.3 
miles up Ingalls Rd. to pull outs on either side of the road. The logging roads are 
gated off, but foot traffic is allowed, unless posted otherwise. These sites are 
good year round. Note: Lincoln Creek Valley allows duck hunting throughout the 
valley. 

 



AIRPORT ROAD POND  
Directions coming from the north: 
From I-5, take exit 82. Stay in the second to the left lane and go straight through 
Harrison Ave. Stay in the left lane and continue towards Mellen St.  Go through 
Mellen St. and move to the right lane. Follow the signs to Airport Road.  
Directions coming from the south: 
From I-5, take exit 81 and go to the light. Go straight, move to left lane, and at 
Mellen St. turn left.  Go under I-5 to the next light and turn left. Move to the right 
lane, and follow the signs to Airport Road. 
Go about .5 miles to the old blue building and park there. This seasonal pond is 
good for wintering waterfowl, and in the spring look for shorebirds. Good from 
late fall through late spring. 

 

 

AIRPORT ROAD TRAIL 
Use the same directions as the Airport Road Pond, except at Mellen St., turn on to 
Mellen St. and go west towards Cooks Hill for about 400 ft. and turn left. Parking 
is on the left side at the Park and Ride. 
This trail starts at the end of the Park and Ride by the yellow barrier, and 
continues south for 2 miles where it will connect up with the Airport Levee Trail. 
The trail is paved and parallels the main road. It will pass the Airport Road Pond, 
part of the Chehalis River, and open farm fields with seasonal flooded areas. Good 
for wintering waterfowl, raptors, and gulls from late fall through late spring.  



AIRPORT LEVEE TRAIL 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 77. Go west on Hwy. 6 to NW Louisiana Ave. and 
turn right. Go .2 miles to NW Shoreline Dr. and turn left.  
This road passes by some wetlands and changes names two times before 
becoming NW Florida Ave. Look for Wood Ducks, Great Blue Herons, possibly 
Green Herons, and other waterfowl.  

 

 

 



After .8 miles, turn right on to NW Airport Rd. In .1 miles turn left into the parking 
area. The Airport Levee Trail starts at the intersection of NW Airport Rd and NW 
Florida Ave. 

 



 
 

Walk north on the gravel dike passing wetlands and open fields with seasonal 
flooded areas. The best portion is the first 1.7 miles, which goes to the 
intersection of NW Airport Rd. and NW Louisiana Ave. From this point, the trail 
splits. To the right, the trail is paved and follows NW Louisiana Ave. which passes 
by all the businesses before returning to the parking lot. To left, the trail crosses 
NW Airport Rd. and follows the paved trail north on the Airport Road Trail.  Look 
for Western Meadowlarks, wintering waterfowl, raptors, Northern Shrikes, and 
gulls. This site is good year round.  
To check out the east side of the airport, drive behind Home Depot and Walmart. 
The Walmart parking lot is good for Brewer’s Blackbirds, Red-winged Blackbirds, 
House Sparrows, and Rock Pigeons, especially in the late fall and winter. 
 



  

  

  

  

 



STAN HEDWALL PARK 
From I-5, take exit 76 and go west. Go .2 miles and park by the big green building. 
The park is closed in the winter, but you can walk in. This park mainly consists of 
baseball fields, an adjacent weedy field with a small marsh, and a small riparian 
area along the Newaukum River. Check the fields for wintering gulls, and walk the 
perimeter to check the shrubs and brambles for sparrows. During heavy rain, the 
fields will flood and are good for waterfowl and shorebirds in the spring. Check 
the farm fields across the road for wintering geese.  
 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 



HANAFORD VALLEY (SCHAEFFER COUNTY PARK and BIG HANAFORD ROAD) 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 82. Go west on to Harrison Ave.  Go to Belmont 
Ave. (first stoplight across from Safeway) and turn right. Go past the factory outlet 
stores to the ‘T’ at W. Reynolds Ave. Turn right and go to the ‘T’ at N. Pearl St. 
(Hwy. 507) Turn left and go 1.9 miles to Hanaford Valley Rd. and turn right. 
The first stop is at Schaeffer County Park. If the gates are closed, park on the 
outside and walk in. Walk towards the Skookumchuck River and cross over the 
bridge. There are some short looping trails that meander in this small mixed 
forest with mostly deciduous trees. Look for warblers in April and early May. 
Nashville Warblers have been seen here during the first week of May. 
The second stop is a small pond on the right, about 500 ft. past the railroad 
tracks, or .1 miles from Schaffer Park. Look for the pull off on the right side of the 
road. Check this pond for wintering waterfowl. Common Mergansers and Ring-
necked Ducks are usually seen here. 
At 3.5 miles along Hanaford Valley Rd. find a pull out on the right, at a service 
road. Check the wetlands for waterfowl and for shorebirds in the spring. If there 
are trains on the track, viewing is not possible. You cannot stop or park along the 
road anywhere near the steam plant, and it is well posted. Continue past the 
plant and find a small pond on the left. You have to view this pond while driving 
by, since it’s in the no parking zone of the plant. At 5.3 miles, find another pull out 
on the right. Check the open fields and wetlands for geese, wigeon, and other 
waterfowl. Look and listen for Sora, Virginia Rail, Marsh Wren, and American 
Bittern. Another stop is at 6.1 miles on the left by the old shack.  Continue 
another .2 miles to the bend, and find a pull out on the right. Check the marsh for 
Marsh Wrens and rails. Swamp Sparrows have been seen here in the late fall. A 
couple more spots to stop are at 8.5miles on the right, and 9.1 miles on the left. 
Continue to the end of the road, passing more open fields. White-tailed Kites 
were once common here in the valley, and some day they might return. These 
sites are good year round. 

 

 



Schaeffer Park 

 

 

 

 



Big Hanaford Road 

 

 

 

 



TEITZEL ROAD and POND 7 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 82. Go west on to Harrison Ave.  Go to Belmont 
Ave. (first stoplight across from Safeway) and turn right. Go past the factory outlet 
stores to the ‘T’ at W. Reynolds Ave. Turn right and go to the ‘T’ at N. Pearl St. 
(Hwy. 507) Turn left and go 1.9 miles to Hanaford Valley Rd. and turn right. Go 2.2 
miles to Teitzel Rd. and turn right.  
Go 1.1 miles to an old clear cut and gated-off road on the left. Park here and look 
over the open fields for wintering waterfowl. Purple Martins have nested in the 
telephone poles, and can sometimes be found here in the spring and summer.  A 
Yellow-breasted Chat was found here in June of 2015.  Continue on for another 
1.1 miles to a pull out on the right. Check the fields in the winter and spring for 
waterfowl. Continue on for another .3 miles and a gated road on the left. Bird the 
clear cut for sparrows, warblers, and flycatchers in the spring and summer. 
Continue another .5 miles, crossing Teitzel Creek, to a pull out on the right. Walk 
back to the creek, and look for Marsh Wrens, waterfowl, rails, and possibly 
American Bitterns.  
Continue on to Little Hanaford Rd. and turn left at the stop sign. At the ‘T’ turn 
left and continue on Little Hanaford Rd for 1.6 miles to Jones Rd. Turn right onto 
Jones Rd. and stay on this road until it becomes Hurd Rd. Follow Hurd Rd. to its 
end. You will pass some open fields to check for wintering waterfowl and spring 
passerines. Turn around at the end and go back to where Jones Rd. goes right. 
Turn right and go 325 ft. to Little Hanaford Rd. and turn right. Continue to the 
end, where you will find Pond 7. Check for wintering waterfowl and for passerines 
in the spring and summer. When you leave, stay on Little Hanaford Rd. to view 
the opposite side of the open field. These sites are good year round. 



 

 

Pond 7 

 

  

 



SALZER VALLEY AND PROFFITT ROAD 
Directions coming from the north: From I-5, take exit 82 and stay in the left lane. 
Turn left onto Harrison Ave. and move to the right lane. Note: Harrison Ave. will 
become Main St.  Go to S. Pearl St. (one way), turn right. Get in the left lane and 
go over the viaduct. Once you come off the viaduct, make the first left on to E. 
Summa St. Go 2.5 miles to Proffitt Rd. and turn right. 
Directions coming from the south: From I-5, take exit 81 and stay in the right lane. 
Go to Mellen St. and turn right. Stay on Mellen, it will change to Alder St. and then 
to W. Cherry St. At S. Pearl St. (one way), turn right. Get in the left lane and go 
over the viaduct. Once you come off the viaduct, make the first left on to E. 
Summa St. Go 2.5 miles to Proffitt Rd. and turn right.  
The road ends in 3 miles at a turnaround overlooking a nice valley. Check this road 
for wintering waterfowl and for passerines in the spring and early summer. The 
cherry trees at the end of the road usually have a lot of bird diversity. This site is 
good year round. 
 

  
  

 



HAYES LAKE and PLUMMER LAKE 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 82 and go east on Harrison Ave., and stay in the 
right lane. Go to W. Bridge St. (at light) and turn right. Go past the Goodwill and 
look for a dirt access road on the right, before the bend. Hayes Lake is good for 
waterfowl and wintering gulls. Return back to Harrison Ave. and turn right. Go .3 
miles to Main St. and turn right. Stay left for Tilley Rd. and go to the end. The road 
ends at Brick Wagner Park and a view into Plummer Lake. By turning right on 
Lewis St. (just before entering the park), it will end at a small boat launch, (closed 
in winter). Look for waterfowl and wintering gulls. These sites are good year 
round. 
 
Hayes Lake 

  
Plummer Lake 

  

 



WASHINGTON LAWN CEMETERY 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 82 and go east on Harrison Ave. Stay in the left 
lane, which will become a left turn only lane onto 1st St.  Go to N. Washington 
Ave. (after ‘J’ St.) and turn right. The entrance will be on the right. 
Check the large deciduous trees for passerines in the spring.  This site is good for 
city birds year round. 

 

 

 

SEMINARY HILL NATURAL AREA 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 82 and go east on Harrison Ave.  Stay in the right 
lane, and continue to where the road bends right on to S Berry St.  Take the next 
right on to E Locust St. The park entrance will be 250 ft. up the road on the right. 
This is a large tract of forest with 2.25 miles of trails. Look for chickadees, wrens, 
kinglets, woodpeckers, Brown Creepers, and Red Crossbills. This site is good year 
round. 

  

 



VAUX’S SWIFT CHIMNEY 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 79 and go east on NW Chamber of Commerce Way.  
Go to the ‘T’ at N. National Ave. and go left.  
In 2016, with the help from members of the Black Hills Audubon, this old brick 
chimney was repaired in order to attract swifts. The chimney will be on the left 
side a few blocks down, and there is parking at the local businesses. Look for 
Vaux’s Swifts during the migrating months of May and September. Best time is 
usually 1 hour before sunset. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



SOUTH CHEHALIS LOOP- WINTER DRIVING ROUTE 
This route is designed to look for wintering waterfowl, gulls, and raptors by 
driving the valley of mostly open fields, and making some stops along the way. 
Note: This route can be productive in the fall and spring as well. 
From I-5, take exit 76 and go east to SW Interstate Ave. Turn right and go just past 
the Econo Lodge. Look for the year round pond on the right and park on the 
shoulder. Good for wintering waterfowl, and occasionally spring shorebirds.  

 
 
Continue to Bishop Rd. (at the ‘T’) and turn right.   
Go to Labree Rd./Maurin Rd. (at the stoplight) and turn left.  
Go .3 miles to Nalley Rd. and turn right. There is a small retention pond on the left 
good for waterfowl in the winter and spring. 

 
 
Return back to Maurin Rd. and turn right. There will be some small retention 
ponds on the right in front of the warehouses. There is shoulder parking for 
viewing. Good for waterfowl, especially Hooded Mergansers. Look for raptors in 
the open fields on the left. 
 



Go to Rush Rd. (at a ‘T’) and turn right. Park along the shoulder and check the 
open fields for raptors, and the wetland for waterfowl. 

  

 
 
Go .6 miles to Bishop Rd. and turn right. 
Follow back to Maurin Rd. (at the stoplight) and turn left. Get in the second lane 
from right. 
Go .4 miles to N. Hamilton Rd. and turn left. 
Go 1.2 miles to Hamilton Rd. and turn right. 
Go 1.4 miles to Labree Rd. and turn left. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Go .4 miles to Rice Rd. and turn right. 
In .2 miles park on the right side by the old school house and check the fields for 
geese, gulls, and raptors. 

 

Follow Rice Rd. back to I-5. Check the farm fields across from Stan Hedwall Park 
for wintering geese. Snow and Greater White-fronted Geese can occasionally be 
seen here. 

 

 

 
 

 



CARLISLE LAKE AND CARLISLE RD. POND 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 71 and go east on Hwy. 508 towards Onalaska. Go 
8.1 miles to Alexander Ave. and turn left. Go past 2nd St. W. to the parking lot at 
the end of the road.  
Look for waterfowl and passerines in the spring. There is a nice trail around the 
lake, and at the north end, a small creek creates a wetland that’s good for Virginia 
Rail and other marsh birds. The stack has roosting potential for Vaux’s Swifts in 
the spring and fall. This site is good year round. 
To Carlisle Rd. Pond, return to 2nd St. W. and turn left (east). Go a couple of blocks 
to Carlisle Rd. and turn left. Go 1 mile to a pull out on the left. Either scope or 
walk back down the road to view the pond. This is a year round pond and has 
waterfowl, and occasionally swans in the winter.   

  

  
 
 

 



ONALASKA – WINTER DRIVING ROUTE 
This route is designed to look for wintering waterfowl, gulls, and raptors by 
driving through mostly open fields with seasonal flooded areas. There are some 
stops along the way to look for birds.  
Directions: From I-5, take exit 71 and go east on Hwy. 508 towards Onalaska.  
Go 8.3 miles to Leonard Rd. and turn right.   
Go 2.2 miles to Gore Rd. and turn left.  
   At .2 miles turn right onto La Due Cemetery Rd. Go to the end and park at Ethel 
Cemetery. The road in is good for spring passerines. Check the trees along 
Lacamas Creek for raptors.  

  
 
   At 1.5 miles turn left onto S. Gilbert Rd. Go about 250 ft. and park on the right 
side. This is a good place to view the farm fields. 

 

 



   At the intersection of Gore Rd. and Kennedy Rd. there is a pull out to view the 
farm fields. 

 
 
Go 3.2 miles to Jorgensen Rd. and turn left. 
There are large flocks of blackbirds and starlings at the dairy farm .5 miles down 
this road.  Look for small pullouts as you get closer to the farm. Rusty Blackbird is 
possible here in the late fall. 
 
Go 1mile to Burchett Rd. and turn left. 
Go .7 miles to Fred Plant Rd. and turn left. 
This road is across from the dairy farm and has blackbird flocks as well. Sparrows 
winter in the weedy areas along the road. A small pullout can be found at the 
intersection of Fred Plant Rd. and Gore Rd. 
 
Go to the ‘T’ with Gore Rd. and turn left. 
Go 1.7 Miles to Stowell Rd. and turn left. 
Go to the ‘T’ with Shanklin Rd. and turn left. 
Go 1.4 miles to Jorgensen and turn right. 

 

 

 



Go .7 miles to Burnt Ridge Rd. and turn right. 
Follow this road around to a ‘T’ with Johnson Rd. and turn left. 
Just before reaching Johnson Rd., there will be a small year round pond on the 
left. Go to Johnson Rd. and park on the shoulder and walk back to view the pond. 
There are usually lots of waterfowl during the late fall through spring. 

 
Go to Hwy. 508 and turn left. 
Go 1.6 Miles to Fraser Rd. and turn left. 
  Park at the church across from the Shoestring Cemetery and look for raptors. 

 
Return to Hwy. 508 and turn left. 
Go 5.2 miles to Jorgensen Rd. and turn left. 
  There is a seasonal pond along this road on the right to look for waterfowl.  
Follow this road 1.7 miles to Tyron Rd. and use as a turn around. Return back to 
Hwy 508 and turn left and follow back to I-5. 
 



MINERAL LAKE 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 68 and go east on Hwy. 12 towards Morton. At 
Morton, turn left on to Hwy. 7. Go 11.6 miles to Mineral Rd. S. and veer right. At 
the ‘Y’ by the lake, veer right on to Mineral Hill Rd. Go .1 miles to the public boat 
launch on the right. 
Look for waterfowl and check the trees for passerines in the spring and summer. 
This site is good year round. 
 
FOREST ROAD 74 
Directions: From I-5, take exit 68 and go east on Hwy. 12 towards Morton. At 
Morton, turn left on to Hwy. 7.  Go 12.7 miles to Forest Road 74 and turn left. 
Explore this road along with others from late spring through early fall. This is 
mostly a mixed forest habitat with clear cuts to second growth tree stands. Look 
for flycatchers, sparrows, and passerines in the spring and summer. Having some 
type of map of the roads would be helpful in exploring. 

 
FOREST ROAD 52 
Directions: From the Hwy. 7 junction in Elbe, continue east on Hwy 706 for 10.2 
miles. At Kernahan Rd., turn right. In 1.4 miles the road will bend to the left 
becoming Forest Rd. 52.  
Explore this road along with others during the late spring through early fall. Forest 
Road 52 will come out at Packwood and is good for summer breeding birds. 
Having a map would be very helpful in exploring the area. 

 

 

 

 

 



MOUNT RAINIER NATIONAL PARK 
Directions: From Elbe, continue east on Hwy 706 to the Nisqually entrance of 
Mount Rainier. Most of the park is in Pierce County, but once you cross the bridge 
over the Nisqually River, you have entered into Lewis County. However, as you 
near Paradise, you will come to the invisible county line, and Paradise is in Pierce 
County. All of Stevens Canyon to Ohanapecosh is located in Lewis County, and 
offers some great birding trails. 
 
Longmire 
Turn right on to Longmire Rd. (the second entrance past the Inn at Longmire), and 
either park in the public parking area and walk, or drive past the park employee 
buildings and cross over the Nisqually River. Walk along the road looking and 
listening for warblers, flycatchers, and other summer birds. Red-eyed Vireos are 
possible and Harlequin Ducks have been seen in the river. The Eagle Peak 
Trailhead is accessed from here. It’s a 7 mile strenuous round trip hike. Note: 
There are pull outs along this road to park, and the Pierce/Lewis county line is the 
middle of the river channel. 

 

 



Carter Falls/Madcap Falls Trail 
From Longmire, drive 2.25 miles and look for the wide shoulder on the right, just 
past the Cougar Rock Campground. It’s a 3.4 mile round trip hike, mostly through 
the forest to both falls. Madcap Falls is about ¼ mile past Carter Falls. Look and 
listen for warblers, flycatchers, and other summer birds. Note: The county line is 
the middle of the Nisqually River channel. 

   
 
 

Ricksecker Point 
After crossing the Nisqually River, continue up the hill, and at the bend, stay right 
on a one-way road into Ricksecker Point, which overlooks the Nisqually River 
valley. Look and listen for warblers, flycatchers, and other summer birds. 
 
 
Narada Falls 
From Longmire, drive 8.1 miles to the Narada Falls parking area. Look and listen 
for warblers, flycatchers, jays, and other summer birds. Check the river from the 
bridge for American Dippers. 
 

 

 



Paradise Picnic Area 
From Longmire, drive 10.8 miles to the entrance into the picnic area. The 
entrance is on the county line, so drive south into the main picnic area. Look and 
listen for Pine Grosbeaks, chickadees, warblers, flycatchers, jays, and other 
summer birds. 

 

 

 

Reflection Lakes 
At the Paradise/Ohanapecosh junction, turn right towards Stevens Canyon and go 
1.3 miles to the lake. Look and listen for swifts, chickadees, warblers, flycatchers, 
jays, and other summer birds. Barrow’s Goldeneyes, Great Blue Herons, and 
shorebirds occasionally show up in late August and September. 
 

 

 



Lakes Trail 
This trail starts at Reflection Lakes and is a moderate 2.8 mile loop trail. Start at 
the Lower Lakes Trail and hike to the junction with the High Lakes Trail and go 
right (east). Hike this trail to the next junction with the Mazama Ridge Trail and go 
right (south). Make sure to admire the view from Faraway Rock before continuing 
back down to the east end of the lake. Look and listen for chickadees, warblers, 
flycatchers, jays, and other summer birds. This trail is usually good for Pine 
Grosbeaks, Mountain Chickadees, and Sooty Grouse in the late summer. Note: 
This trail can be done in the reverse order by starting at the Mazama Ridge Trail. 

 
 
 

 

 

 



Pinnacle Peak Trail 
This trail starts at Reflection Lakes and is a moderate to difficult 2.6 mile round 
trip hike. Once at the saddle, hike west and find a nice place to sit for awhile. Scan 
the ridges and sky to the south for Black Swifts, Prairie Falcon, and Golden Eagle. 
Look and listen for summer birds along the trail. Gray-crowned Rosy Finches are 
possible here. 

  

 
 



Lake Louise 
At the Paradise/Ohanapecosh junction, turn right toward Stevens Canyon and go 
2.4 miles to the parking area on the right. A short trail drops you down to the 
lakeshore. Look for shorebirds in late August and September. 

 

 

 

 

 



Bench and Snow Lakes Trail 
At the Paradise/Ohanapecosh junction, turn right towards Stevens Canyon and go 
3 miles to the parking area. This trail is an easy to moderate 5 mile round trip 
hike, and is good for Olive-sided Flycatcher, Fox Sparrow, warblers, Hermit 
Thrush, and Sooty Grouse. The far end of Snow Lake has the potential for Rock 
Wren and Gray-crowned Rosy Finch. Check this location earlier in the season 
when the snow starts melting and exposing the meadows for the Rosy finches. 

  

 

 



Silver Falls and Grove of Patriarchs Trails 
This trail starts just inside the Stevens Canyon park entrance on the east side. Hike 
the trail north .6 miles to the Grove of Patriarchs and/or hike the trail south 1.3 
miles to Silver Falls. Look and listen for chickadees, warblers, flycatchers, jays, and 
other summer birds. These trails are also a good place to find the endangered 
Johnson’s Hairstreak butterfly, especially on sunny days during mid May to June. 
Note: You can hike 2 miles north on the Eastside Trail before entering Pierce 
County. 

  

 


